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             Amazon Removes Quranic Verse Bath Mats


             CAIR-WA thanked Amazon's legal counsel and its PR team for being so responsive and further reported that they are working with the company to manually remove other offensive items from the website.
            


          

        
 

        
          

            

            Our December Newsletter is Here!


            Check out our December newsletter featuring: internship opportunities with our media, advocacy, and policy departments, and ways to give back and support the work that CAIR-WA does.
            


          

        
 

        
          

            

            Tracking Anti-Muslim Bullying in Washington


            A recent CAIR survey showed that 53% of Muslim students in California have experienced religious bullying and many fear that bullying is on the rise in an increasingly Islamophobic climate.


          

        
 

      
 

    

    
    
    
    

      


        
          
            
            

          

        



        
          
            Tweets by CAIR-WA 
          


        


      
     
    

    

    

      

        
          

            
            Harassed, attacked or threatened? Here are 3 simple steps to take


            Click here to read the 3 simple steps to take if you or someone you know is physically or verbally attacked, harassed, or threatened.

          


        



        
          
            
            Bullied at school? Here are 3 simple steps to take

            
              Click here to read the 3 simple steps to take if you or someone you know is bullied in school.   

          

        



        
          

            
            Contacted by FBI? Here are 3 simple steps to take


             Click here to read the 3 simple steps to take if you or someone you know is contacted by an FBI agent.

          

        


      


    

        
        
         

      

        
          

            
            Bystander Intervention Training

            Find out how CAIR-WA can help you host a Bystander Intervention Training at your company or organization by emailing us at info@cairwa.org! Check out The Seattle Times for more on our trainings!

          


        



        
      
        
        
           
            Visit our ‘Allies’ page

            Get facts and information as well as concrete ways in which you can be a public and vocal ally and promote understanding of American Muslims’ lives.

          


        



        
           
            Visit a Mosque Near You

            Find a mosque to visit at www.islamicfinder.org

          

        


      


    

        
        
             
          
          
          
          



        
        Research: American Muslims are Model U.S. Citizens

       A new survey by the ISPU found that American Muslims are among the most religious and patriotic citizens. 85% of American Muslims "have a strong American identity," just like 84% of Protestants. They are also just as likely as other Americans to identify strongly with their faith — 89% of Muslims, 84% of Jews, and 95% of Catholics and Protestants shared the sentiment. Read the full survey report at: www.ispu.org/poll

  







  


        
        1 in 18 Medical Doctors in U.S. is American Muslim

		A new report by ISPU estimated the number of American Muslim  physicians in the U.S. to be about 50,000. According to the Kaiser Family Foundation, the total number of active medical doctors  across the U.S. is about 914,000. Click here to read the full ISPU report.

  






  

        
        Loaded News Coverage, Commentary Can Fuel Hate, Prejudice

	 Research by U. of Hawaii, U. of Exeter & National Hispanic Media Coalition indicates that media content can have a direct effect on hate and prejudice against minority groups. Accurate language can inform readers, while ethnically and religiously loaded language misleads readers and fuels hate and prejudice.

  




          
          
          

          
          

          
          
          
               
          
          
          
          
            
              
                

                Presentation at Amazon


                In May, CAIR-WA will be presenting to employees at Amazon to discuss Ramadan and religious accommodations in the workplace.

              


            



            
              
                
                Seattle Public Schools


                Throughout May 2018, CAIR-WA will present to educators in Seattle Public Schools on Ramadan, Eid, and how educators can support Muslim students in the classroom.

                Click here for more information.

              
 
            
 


            
              

                

                Bystander Intervention Training


                I learned valuable information on de-escalating troublesome situations." - Bystander Intervention Training participant.

                Want to learn what to do if you see someone being harassed? We have two more Bystander Intervention Trainings coming in June!

                Click here for more information.

              

            
 
     
          

          
          

    

          

 


  








	
 

   





   






























         





							

			


	

	


  


	

		
		
						
			
		
	
	
			
				
			

	
	
  
    
    
        

		
			
			
			
			




  Register Now! CAIR-WA 2021 Virtual Gala


  
    

    
      
    

    

  



    

    
      Join CAIR Washington for our two-part 2021 Virtual Gala, “Our Community, Our Strength,” featuring Imam Khalid Latif on Saturday, Dec. 4th and Dr. Cornel West on Saturday, Dec. 11th. 

    

    

  

  
    

    
      
This is an opportunity for you to catch up on the work we’ve been doing at CAIR Washington, learn about ways to support our work, and hear about what we’re planning for 2022 and beyond. You’ll hear from our legal team about our new Immigrant Rights Center, learn about the work we’ve been doing combatting anti-Muslim bigotry in our schools, and hear from our executive director about how we’re prioritizing our community’s safety after recent attacks against our masajid. We’ll also be highlighting our expanding youth engagement work led by Muslim students like our Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) and our Muslim Youth Career Night; and we’ll be sharing updates on our Afghanistan Response Crisis Clinic (ARCC). Finally, you’ll hear from some of our newest team members and community partners about how we’re working to expand our services to meet the needs of our growing community here in Washington state. 
      

      
        Tickets are FREE but donations to support our work are encouraged. You can also purchase a “digital table” for either event or become a sponsor (sponsorship packages include both events – learn more).  
 

Sponsor the CAIR-WA 2021 Virtual Gala and get two for the price of one!
      Because our virtual gala is a two-part event, your sponsorship gets you double the marketing this year. If you have any questions about sponsoring, please email our Executive Director, Imraan Siddiqi, and our Deputy Executive Director, Amanda Azad, at This email address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it. and This email address is being protected from spambots. You need JavaScript enabled to view it..
      

    

    


    
  
    

    
      BECOME A SPONSOR
    

    

  
 




 

    


    

    
      
        Event Details
      

  






    

    
      PART I: CAIR-WA Virtual Gala Feat. Khalid Latif 

        WHEN: Saturday, December 4th, 3-4:30 PM PST 

        WHERE: Online (registration link: bit.ly/cairwa_khalid) 
      

    



  
  
    

    
      REGISTER NOW FOR PART 1
    

  




    

    
      PART II: CAIR-WA Virtual Gala Feat. Dr. Cornel West

      WHEN: Saturday, December 11th, 2:30-4 PM PST 

      WHERE: Online (registration link: bit.ly/cairwa_cornel) 

    




  
    

    
      REGISTER NOW FOR PART 2
    

    

  
 



  	


    

    
      
        Thank You to Our Sponsors!      
      

      

    
      
    

        
    
      
    

  
  	
      
    

        
    
      
    

  
      
      
    

  
      
      
    

  
   
      
    

  
   
      
    



 		

    
        


		
	
	


 
		

					

	
	
											
					
				
					

	
	
  
    
    
        

		
			
			
			
			






  
  


  
  

  


  
  
   
  

  
  
    
  
  
    
  


    




Know Your Rights In Washington State    
    
  





  

   

  
    
      WHO WE ARE

  
  
  

  
    

    
      
        CAIR Washington is a grassroots advocacy and civil rights organization based in Seattle that serves the Muslim community across Washington state. Our purpose is to defend the civil liberties of Muslim Washingtonians no matter where they live or their level of income. We do this by 1) providing free legal services to Muslims who’ve been discriminated against because they are Muslim, 2) working to combat Islamophobia and bigotry through education and storytelling, and 3) empowering our community to be politically and socially engaged while shaping laws and policies that impact us. Read more.
      

    

  
  
  

  


  



  

  
    WHAT WE DO

  
  
  

  
    
      
        
          
        

        
          DEFEND PEOPLE

        

      

      
        
          Our Civil Rights team and Immigrant Justice Project provides FREE legal counseling and referrals for Muslims in Washington state. Read more.
        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        

        
          EMPOWER MUSLIMS

        

      

      
        
          Our Policy and Advocacy team works to increase civic engagement and to ensure our laws and lawmakers reflect the diversity of our state. Read more.
        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        

        
          BUILD COMMUNITY

        

      

      
        
          Our Outreach team works to connect the Muslim community in Washington state to one another and to resources and opportunities. Read more.
        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        

        
          AMPLIFY MUSLIM VOICES

        

      

      
        
          Our Media team works to elevate Muslim voices through authentic storytelling and real representation. Read more.
        

      

    

  
  

  



  

  
    OUR TEAM

  
  
  

  
    
      
        
          
            
              
              IMRAAN SIDDIQI

              Executive Director
            

          

          
            
              
              AMANDA AZAD

              Deputy Executive Director
            

          

          
            
              
              AYOUB AHMED

              Community Organizer
            

          
        
          
          
          
            
              
              NOOR ALSALEH

              Director of Operations and Philanthropy
            

          

          
          
 
          
          
          
         
          
          
          
          
            
              
              ALEX BARON

              Senior Staff Attorney
            

          

          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
            
              
              FAIZA DUALE

              Immigrant Justice Attorney
            

          

          
          
          
          
          
            
              
              JIM MAHER

              Legal Program Administrator
            

          

          
          
          
          
          
            
              
              ANESSA NOVASIO

              Immigration Attorney
            

          

          
          
          
          
          
            
              
              NAJMA OSMAN

              Policy Associate
            

          

          
            
              
              ANGELIQUE RODRIGUEZ

              Policy Assistant
            

          

          
          
          
      
    
      
      MATIN ROKHSEFAT

      Operations and Community Specialist
    

  
    
          

          
                   
          
            
              
              HANNAH VICKNER HOUGH

              Senior Immigration Attorney
            

          

               
          
          
            
              
              KATIE WALKER

              Senior Communications and Marketing Strategist
            

          

          
          
        

        
        

        
      


    

  

  





  

  
    
      
    

    
      WE ARE ZAKAT ELIGIBLE

      
        Zakat donations will be allocated to CAIR-WA's Legal, Programs, Government Affairs, and Advocacy work. Donations will not be used for banquets, speakers' fees, rent, and other office related expenses.
      

      
        CAIR Washington is qualified to receive zakat. READ MORE
      

    

  
  
  


  
 		

    
        


		
	
	


 
				

							

											
				
					

	
	
  
    
    
        

		
			
			
			
			



  
    
      OUR VALUES

    

    
      

      
        

Everything that we do at CAIR Washington comes out of values that we all share. We are unwavering and undaunted in our quest to create a culture where everyone is valued and respected regardless of their faith.

      

    

  
  

  
    
          
    

 
  

  
    

    
        WE ARE JUST

    

  

  
 	

  	
        CAIR Washington is, first and foremost, concerned with justice. At our core, we are a civil rights organization that fights for Muslims in Washington state who have been discriminated against, harassed, or attacked because they are Muslim. Our sense of justice guides everything we do. Justice means we believe that everyone - regardless of their faith, race, ethnicity, class, gender, sexual orientation, or gender identity - deserves fair and equal treatment.

    

  

  
	

	
		WE ARE MUSLIM

	

  

  
 	

  	
        CAIR Washington is an organization founded by-and-for Muslims in our state. Our shared identity and experiences as Muslims are an integral part of our organizational identity. As Muslims, we are called to prioritize and value justice. The Quran, the sacred scripture of Islam, considers justice to be a supreme virtue.

    

  

  
	

	
		WE ARE DIVERSE

    

  

  
 	

  	
        Although CAIR Washington was founded by-and-for Muslims, our community is as diverse as the nation we live in. America is home to one of the most diverse Muslim populations in the world. Approximately one third of our community is African-American, one third is of south Asian descent, one quarter is of Arab descent, and the rest are from all over the world, including a growing Latino Muslim population. In Washington, our community is comprised of Somalis, Arabs, Indians, Pakistanis, Indonesians, Iraqis, African Americans, and others. Our community at CAIR Washington is not just ethnically diverse; it is religiously diverse. Approximately one-third of our staff and an estimated quarter of our supporters do not identify as Muslim. Diversity isn’t just a value at CAIR Washington, it’s who we are.

    

  

  
	

	
		WE ARE OPTIMISTIC

    

  

  
    

  	
        CAIR Washington exists because we believe that we can make change. We know that change is often incremental and that progress demands vigilance. We believe in the power of people coming together and fighting for what’s right because we’ve seen it work from direct experience. Whether it’s passing statewide reforms on hate-crimes legislation, successfully lobbying our legislators to pass religious accommodations for college students, or rallying thousands of Washingtonians to challenge the Muslim Ban, we’ve seen what can happen when we take action. The moral arc of the universe is long, and we believe, as Martin Luther King Jr. did, that it “bends toward justice.” 

    

  

  
	

    
		WE ARE ACTION-FOCUSED

    

  

            
    

  	
        CAIR Washington is an action-focused organization. This means that we are always looking for proactive ways to fight Islamophobia and bigotry in our state. We don’t just talk-the-talk, we walk-the-walk with things like Muslim Ban rallies, lobbying our elected officials to take hate crimes seriously, and calling on our supporters to show up in solidarity when other groups are attacked. We know that when we take action, we send a message that hate will not be tolerated in our state and encourage others to do the same.

    

  

  
	

    
		WE ARE GRASSROOTS

    

  

    
	

  	
        CAIR Washington believes deeply in the power of community. We know that if it wasn’t for our supporters, dedicated staff, volunteers, community partners, and allies, our work would not be possible. It is the thousands of regular, everyday people who believe in the work we do and take action on our behalf that make the difference. People power is the most fundamental power.

    

  

  
	

    
		WE ARE THOUGHTFUL

    

  

  
    

  	
        CAIR Washington seeks to be thoughtful and intentional in everything we do. Whether we’re talking to the press or setting our legislative agenda, we carefully consider the work we do and the positions we take. Before making a decision, we pause to ask ourselves two questions: “will this move our community forward?” and “does this align with our values as an organization?”. We won’t always get it right, but we will make room for growth and change and bring thoughtfulness to everything we do.

    



  
 		

    
        


		
	
	


 
				

							

						
		

													
					
				
					

	
	
  
    
    
        

		
			
			
			
			



  
    
      CAIR-WA’S GUIDELINES FOR ZAKAT ALLOCATIONS

    

  
  

  
    
          
    

 
  

  
 	

  	
        Several scholars, including Sheikh Ahmad Kutty and Dr. Muzammil Siddiqi, agree that CAIR’s work is zakat-eligible because it collectively advances the services that are provided to the community, fi Sabilillah. However, there are other scholars with a more restrictive definition of zakat eligibility. To accommodate the vast range of religious opinions on this matter, CAIR-WA adheres to specific guidelines to ensure the strictest allocation of zakat funds. Donate Now

    Donors may designate their zakat funds to be allocated towards a specific area of work (e.g., Civic Engagement, Legal Services, and Youth Empowerment). Where a donor does not restrict their zakat donation, donations will be allocated to CAIR-WA’s Legal, Programs, Government Affairs, and Advocacy work. Donations will not be used to banquets, speakers’ fees, rent, and other office related expenses.

    

  

  
  
	

	
		Does CAIR Washington qualify to receive Zakat?

	

  

  
 	

  	
        Yes. Numerous Muslim scholars have confirmed that zakat is payable to organizations that exist to serve the Muslim community by protecting their rights. This is because the work done by CAIR Washington (and other such organizations) can be classified as fi-sabilillah, which is one of the eight categories of zakat recipients detailed in the Quran (Chapter 9, Verse 60).

    

  

  
  
	

	
		Islamic scholar Sheikh Ahmad Kutty a senior lecturer and Islamic scholar at the Islamic Institute of Toronto, Ontario, Canada, states:

    

  

  
  
 	

  	
        “I think it is not only permissible, rather it is also imperative that we do give our zakah to organizations like CAIR and CAIR-CAN, since they are fulfilling a most timely and essential service for the healthy survival of the community. Supporting such institutions clearly falls under the legitimate objectives of zakah as expounded by authentic scholars and jurists of Islam, both of the past and the present.

 The categories of recipients of zakah are stated in the following verse: ‘Charities are (meant) only for the poor and the needy, and those who are charged with collecting them, and those whose hearts are to be won over, and for the freeing of human beings from bondage, and (for) those who are overburdened with debts, and (for those who strive) in Allah’s cause (fi sabili-llah), and (for) the way-farer: (this is) an ordinance from Allah—and Allah is All-Knowing and All-Wise’ (At-Tawbah: 60).

 
As is clear from the above verse, one of the categories is fi sabili-llah. … among the commentators of the Qur’an (mufassirun) as well as the jurists (fuqaha’), who have used the term fi sabili-llah in a far wider sense, thus extending it to include all beneficial works and projects that are of common benefit to the Ummah. They have thus included in this category such services as funeral arrangements, building and taking care of schools and mosques, establishing hospitals, building bridges, etc. In short, they definitely include institutions that provide educational or social services under this category and thus eligible to receive funds from zakah.

 
A principle of jurisprudence states: if a thing which has been considered as obligatory cannot be fulfilled without fulfilling another, then fulfilling the latter also becomes obligatory. Thus since protecting the rights of Muslims and empowering Muslims cannot be achieved without such institutions, it is imperative that Muslims support and maintain such institutions.

 
Muslims should have no hesitation in giving part of their Zakah to CAIR, which is providing a most timely and essential service for the cause of Islam and Muslims. They both have a reputation for professionalism, efficiency, commitment, and integrity, which in my mind are the most valuable assets of any Islamic organization worthy of the name.

 
May Allah give us all the honor of serving His cause efficiently and professionally, and may He also accept our humble efforts in His cause. Ameen.”

    

  

  
   
  
    

    
      DONATE
    

    

  


  
 		

    
        


		
	
	


 
				

							

											
				
					

	
	
  
    
    
        

		
			
			
			
			


  
    WHAT WE DO

  





  
    
      
    

    
      DEFEND PEOPLE

    

  
  
  
    

    
      CAIR Washington’s Civil Rights team provides FREE legal counseling and referrals for Muslims in Washington state who are facing issues because of their Muslim identity. We also help those who are perceived to be Muslim, like Sikhs or non-Muslim Arabs, who are harassed or discriminated against because of that perception. Our cases range from racial profiling, harassment and bullying in schools and workplaces, police misconduct, incarcerated persons’ rights, and workplace discrimination. We also meet regularly with community partners and government agencies and leaders to advocate against hate and discrimination in our workplaces, schools, and communities.
    

    
      EXAMPLES OF THE WORK WE DO:

      	Fight for workplace religious accommodations for Muslim employees
	Represent Muslims students who are bullied because they are Muslim
	Represent community members who’ve been the victims of hate crimes or hate incidents
	Ensure incarcerated Muslims have equal rights and representation, including religious rights, while in prison


    

  

  

  
    

    
      THE CAIR WASHINGTON IMMIGRANT JUSTICE PROJECT
 
    

  
  
  
    

    
    

  
  
  

  
    

    
      The CAIR Washington Immigrant Justice Project works to defend the legal and human rights of Muslim immigrants, refugees, and asylum seekers in Washington state who otherwise cannot afford legal services. As a division of CAIR Washington's legal and policy work, the Center offers free/low-cost immigration legal services to the Washington Muslim community while working to advance equitable immigration policies at every level of government.
      

      

      

      Read more about the CAIR-WA Immigrant Justice Project
    

    
      EXAMPLES OF THE WORK WE DO:

      	Immigration Application Assistance (help with visa and asylum applications, status adjustments, citizenship petitions, and more)
	Immigration Delay Representation
	Interview Preparation and Representation
	Travel Assistance
	Immigrant & Refugee Outreach and Education (Civic Engagement and Government 101 Trainings, Citizenship Clinics, Voter Registration for Naturalized Citizens, etc.)


    

  
  

  


  
    
      
    

    
      EMPOWER MUSLIMS

    

  
  
  
    

    
      CAIR Washington’s Policy and Advocacy team works with Muslims in Washington state to increase civic engagement and to ensure our laws and elected officials reflect the diversity of our state. We help community members understand how to utilize the political system to work for them. Projects include voter registration drives, community workshops, “know your rights” educational campaigns, and training of mosques and Muslim centers on how to contact local and national politicians.
    

    
      EXAMPLES OF THE WORK WE DO:

      	Work with public schools to address anti-Muslim bullying
	Host Muslim Day at the Capitol (MDAC) – a statewide lobbying day for Washingtonian Muslims
	Shape and advocate for laws that impact our community
	Work with coalition partners on issues like tech surveillance, police accountability, and hate crimes


    

  
  

  


  
    
      
    

    
      BUILD COMMUNITY

    

  
  
  
    

    
      CAIR Washington’s Outreach team works to connect the Muslim community in Washington state to one another and to resources and opportunities while building political, social, and communal power. We do this through educational campaigns and projects, hosting events that bring the Muslim community together, and creating professional development and other opportunities for our youth.
    

    
      EXAMPLES OF THE WORK WE DO:

      	Youth Advocacy Committee (YAC): An advisory board of young Muslims who create programming for other Muslim youth, shape and set CAIR-WA organizational priorities, and develop community leaders by connecting aspiring young professionals to the larger CAIR-WA network
	Get out the vote (GOTV) campaigns
	Hosting workshops in cities across our state, connecting the Muslim community
	Assessing needs of more isolated, rural communities in WA state (Yakima, Spokane, TriCities, etc.) and making CAIR-WA a known resource for them


    

  
  

  


  
    
      
    

    
      AMPLIFY MUSLIM VOICES

    

  
  
  
    

    
      CAIR Washington’s Media team works to elevate Muslim voices through authentic storytelling and real representation. We do this by working with local and national media to elevate the stories of Muslims in Washington state, creating original content to shift narratives about who Muslims are, and training our community to tell their own stories while working within the media landscape.
    

    
      EXAMPLES OF THE WORK WE DO:

      	Create digital campaigns that tell authentic stories about Muslims in Washington state
	Serve as a liaison between news outlets and our community; working with reporters to tell untold stories and to “get the story right”
	Assist community members with their media needs, including writing press releases, building a press list, getting coverage for local events, and creating talking points
	Serve as a watchdog of local, state media – ensuring accuracy and challenging Islamophobic narratives and language
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